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RECEIVED 



Response to Office Action mailed December 1 4, 2007 CENTRAL WX CENTER 

AMENDMENTS Til THE CLAIMS fEB 2 \ 2008 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim t (Currently Amended): A connective tissue distraction device comprising: 

a) first transmitting means for transmitting force to a first tissue region, 

fe) second transmitting means for transmitting force to a second tissue region, 

e) expansion means for engaging the first transmi tting means and the second. 

transmitting means and for exerting force distracting the said first transmitting 
means from the sate second transmitting means to create a distraction space for. 
formation of distracted connective tis s ue, and for disengaging from the first 
transmittine means and the second transmitting means after the distraction is 
complete . 

wherein at least one or two of the sate first transmitting means, the sate second 
transmitting means and the sate expansion means compri ses a biodegradable, bioerodible 
or bioresorbable material 

furthor wh e rein oaid e xpansion means is not integral to ot l e ast ono of said fir st- 
transmitting moano and paid oeoond tranamitting moans. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein the 
sate first transmitting means comprises a structure for attachment to bone. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 2, wherein the 
sate, structure foT attachment to bone comprises at least in part a biodegradable, bioerodible or 
bioresorbable material. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 2, wherein the 
sate structure for attachment to bone is a plate. 
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Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 2, wherein the 
said structure for attachment to bone is attached to bone via at least one screw. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended); The connective tissue distraction device of claim 5, wherein the 
seM screw is at least in part biodegradable, bioerodible or bioresorbable material. 

Claim 7 (Original): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein the second 
transmitting means comprises a structure for attachment to bone. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 7, wherein the 
said structure for attachment to bone is at least in part a biodegradable, bioerodible or 
bioresorbable material. 

Claim 9 (Original): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 7, wherein the structure 
for attachment to bone is a plate. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 7, wherein 
the said structure for attachment to bone is attached to bone via at least one screw. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 10 ? wherein 
the said screw is at least in part a biodegradable, bioerodible or bioresorbable material. 

Claim 12 (Original): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein at'least one of 
the. first transmitting means, second transmitting means or the expansion means comprise a 
malleable or heat malleable material. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein 
the said first tissue region comprises connective tissue. 
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Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim L wherein 
the sai4 first tissue region comprises bone. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1 5 wherein 
the sai4 second tissue Tegion comprises connective tissue. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein 
the sai4 second tissue region comprises bone. 

Claim 1 7 (Original): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein the expansion 
means comprises a screw actuated expansion mechanism. 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, wherein 
the sai4 expansion means comprises at least m part a biodegradable, bioerodible or bioresorbable 
material. f 

Claim 1 9 (Original): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 1, further comprising an 
activation means. 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 19, wherein 
the sak* activation means is directly or indirectly engaged with expansion means. 

Claim 2 1 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 20, wherein 
the sakl activation means is reversibly engaged with the expansion means. 

Claim 22 (Canceled). 

Claim 23 (Canceled). 
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Claim 24 (Currently Amended): The connective tissue distraction device of claim 19, wherein 
at least a portion of the activation means is external to the subject. 

Claim 25 (Currently Amended): A method of distracting a first tissue region and a second tissue 

region, comprising: 

implanting a first transmitting means onto the fi rst tissue region; 

implanting a second transmitting means onto the second tissues region; 

engaging an expansion means with the first and second trans mitting means; 

activating the expansion means to exert a force distracting th e first transmitting means. 
from the second transmitting means to create a dist raction space for formation of distracted, 
tissue; and 

disengaging the expansion means from the first transmitting means and the second 
transmitting means after the distraction is complete 

the conn e ctive tis o uo distraction dev i ce of claim 1 into a - subject and distracting the first 
tiss ue region and the aooond tis s ue r e gi - en . 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended): Th* method of claim 25. further comprising separating the first 
and second tissue regions before implanting of the first and second tr a nsmitting means wh e rein - 
the said firaHigguc region and die gaid se cond tiaoue r e gion are separated . 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 26, further including separating the first 
and second tissue regions via an osteotomy before implanting of the first and second transmitting 
means wherein tho - fir s t tissu e ■ region and the oocond tissu e r e gion - are separated by an osteotomy . 

Claim 28 (Currently Amended): Th* rnpthnd of claim 27. further including separating the first 
and second tissue regions via an osteotomy on tissue intermediate th e first and second tissue 
regions wh e r e in -s a i d osteotomy io4nterm e diflte the first and second ti s su e region s. 

Claim .29-41 (Canceled). 
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